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Dear Sir:+ Meet? Bo oes 
-I'am now in position to give you fulll).information about the collection 
the list of which you willikindly find herewith enclosed.. 

The history of the collection, i is briefly this.. I started collect 
ing 23 years ago (1891}.. During this laps of time, I have purchased for the sak 
of forming such unique collection; the fabulous number of 4,327,352 coins of all 
kinds . almost 

Besides purchasing7S1l the finds that turned out in Egypt;.I bought up 
to 7’years ago allithe principalicollections existing in Egypt). viz. .Rowam, 
Nahman, .Glymanopolus,, Aokerimus,.Ines Bey, and’ KahiliBey collections.. It was 
perhaps asbad policy’ on my partito have bought these collections at’ great costs, 


as the said collectors,;with one or two exceptions,.reformed other’ colléctions:or: 


they bought’ coins in competitioniwith me; and the result was that Ii had to pay 
dearer than before,.and sometimes far more;not to say very often my competitors 
found certainncoins thatiI had to pay like diamonds... As a matter of fact the 
four: odd.millions of coins cost me € 32327.15.3 viz. each coin at the rate of I 
pence and 7/12 of a pence; ,but many coins:cost me (single pieces) £40, £ 322and 
a quantity,£20 each;.and so ons Out of the 4 millions:I could only keep the» 
poor number of 25,700 Cabinet), which are all different, and beside 8000 of mis- 
cellaneous: coins serving to establish the normal weight. 

Out of the above amount must be deducted £2252.7.+ for having resoldi 
allithe silver coins which were not useful to the collection;.and therefore I 
sold them at price of brute silver‘to the Arab goldsmiths. Of course, I have an 
immense stock of copper coins which I do not know what to do,as I have not heart 
to send them to be destroyed as they are very wellipreserved.. But of these 
every now and then I send presents to different museums of Europeg like London, 
Paris,. Milan,. Turin, Rome; Naples &e:and the Italian Numismatic Society to 
whom lately, I sent them lasely about one ton of coins. 

In conclusion the collections cost to ‘me £29075.8.3.. 

Of course,,I must admit that,,beside>the pleasure of collecting I ob- 
tained great satisfaction, and at the same time I spared money which it could 
perhaps have spent or wasted on pleasure and otherwise.. 

Under such consideration, I am ready and willing to loose a good por- 
tion of that: amount, say 30 or 35%. : 

Of course, it must be remembered that since6 years the coins are very 
seldom found in lots,,tne places are almost all_exhausted, and in future Egypt’ 
will be the worst country for collecting coins,.as all the antique# towns nave 
all been searched, therefore,,it will be impossible for any human being to put 
together a collectioniof 12,300 coins,.as it is the one I possess, whicn in- 
‘eludes 650 nomos curios.. When the other part of my catalogue,.which wil be 
numbered about $000 almost unknown specimens, the numismatist will be astonisned 
to see the potentialityof this collections. 

When you consider that London possesses only a little over 2000... Be- 
sides the numismetists also the archaeologists, they must consult this collectioi 
as there is much to learn regarding religioniwhich it is slmost unknown for theo 
part’ concerning the 3°*first centuries of our era.. 


as regards rarity and the fine preservationnof the coinse. 
If I would be sure to conclude the sale I would not mind to bring the 
collection my self to America, but as you may imagine it repre . 


; a) 
weight, therefore a great cost should the collection have to be returned to Ege 


ents a tremendous 


ai 


I' wish I could publish my catalogue;.and ail the theory concerning 
these coins, as I am sure it would be the most complete work on numismaticss. 
Believe, Yours very trulyy. 

G.. Dattari.. 4 
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Number of Coins. 


The Alexandria collections 

Silver coins of Alexander; the Greatiof the= best: 
preservatiom 

Ptolomaique collection with an immense quantity 

' of coins unpublished yet. 

Copper coins of the different mints of the Romans 
from Diocletian to the Byzan- 
tine time. 

Other coins of Crece and falsification,- and struck 
coins eseh 


Coins of different epochs, duplicates,,but which’ 
serve to establish the normal 
weight of the eoins,. about 


13,000. 
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